
CITY OF SANTA FE 
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 

JULY 7, 2011       7:00 P.M. 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 12002 HWY. 6  
SANTA FE, TEXAS 

 
M I N U T E S 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Ralph Stenzel. 
 
Roll Call: Present: Mayor Ralph Stenzel 

Mayor Pro-tem Jim Abney 
    Councilmember Pat McCrary 
    Councilmember Bubba Jannett 
    Councilmember Jeff Tambrella 
    Councilmember Joe Carothers 
    City Manager Joe Dickson 

City Secretary Janet L. Davis 
  Absent:  City Attorney Ellis J. Ortego, excused 
 
The invocation was given by and the pledge of allegiance to the U. S. Flag and to the Texas Flag was led 
by Councilmember Joe Carothers. 
 
Planning and Zoning Business:  None 
 
City Business (Other):  
 
a.  Second public hearing on the proposed annexation of certain property, identified as Area B, 
Area C, Area D, Area F, and Area G, by the City of Santa Fe, Texas 
 
Mr. Chris Matejka of 2315 Jack Beaver Road stated his opposition to the annexation because all the 
services they need are already provided by the county and they want to continue to enjoy the freedom 
from city code requirements and government regulations.  Others also expressing opposition to the 
annexation were Mr. Ken Lovejoy of 2025 Jack Beaver Road, Mr. Dean Butler of 2532 Jack Beaver Road, 
Mr. Frank Kay of 16030 Three Oaks Blvd., Ms. Donna Clegg of 17325 Park Street, Mr. Vernon Achord of 
14218 – 3rd Street but also owns property at 2310 Jack Beaver Road, Ms. Natasha Achord of 14218 – 3rd 
Street but also owns property at 2310 Jack Beaver Road, Ms. Paula Moralez of 17321 Hwy. 6, Mr. Raul 
Servin and Ms. Henrietta Servin of 17229 Hwy. 6, Mr. Armond Goldman of 16016 Crews Road, Ms. Cheryl 
Smirl of 17410 Hwy. 6., Mr. Bill Clifford of 16011 Crews Road (owner of record Deborah Langford), Mr. 
Dana Helvy of 1520 Jack Beaver Road, Mr. Sergio Garcia of 17622 Park Road, Mr. Mike Murphy of 17231 
Hwy. 6, Mr. Kent Clegg of 17325 Park Street, Mr. Richard Skillman of 4102 Holloway Road, and Mr. Frank 
Kay of 2342 Three Oaks Drive.    
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Those not within the area proposed for annexation but expressing their opposition to annexation of the 
areas near them were Mr. John Cappadona of Quarter Moon Court, Mr. Roger McCrary, Ms. Rita Dugas of 
16525 Cowan Road, Ms. Melissa Ray of 16526 Cowan Road, Mr. John Gardner of 3304 Jack Beaver 
Road, and Mr. Jay White of Quarter Moon Court.   
 
Most residents in these areas questioned why the city wants to annex the areas and stated they want to 
continue to enjoy the freedoms they have living in the country.  They trust their neighbors for police 
protection and want to be able to shoot guns as necessary for varmint control, skeet shooting, and 
agricultural reasons.  They said they do not feel threatened by development in the areas, and the county 
already provides all the services that are needed.  Some feel we should annex by invitation and not by 
force, and only annex when we can provide services to the areas and not just to expand the tax base.  
Most feel the current city staff is not adequate to service the additional areas, and they expressed their 
opposition to the city’s rules, regulations, and restrictions, particularly animal and firework restrictions, code 
enforcement regulations, sign requirements, zoning and manufactured home restrictions, and development 
regulations.  Some of the small business owners expressed their concerns about the additional property 
taxes and increased sales tax which they cannot afford.  The consensus of those in attendance was that 
they are opposed to annexation because they want to have the right to develop their property as they 
choose and to continue to enjoy the freedoms of living in the county with much less rules and restrictions.   
 
Other questions included why we are annexing if the area is already protected from League City’s 
acquisition.  City Manager Joe Dickson explained that in 1995 League City had released some of the areas 
from their ETJ for 6 months, then extended that for another year, and then in 1997 approved a three-year 
extension.  There is a possibility that League City could annex the area since Santa Fe did not meet the 
obligations set out in League City’s ordinance releasing their ETJ.  Another question was about the ag 
exempt properties that have opted out of the annexation for 15 years and how those areas would be 
treated if the annexation occurs.  Mr. Dickson said those areas will not be a part of the city so city 
requirements would not apply to them; however, all other areas would be required to comply with city 
regulations.  Residential development of those properties opting out would trigger automatic annexation.   
Mayor Stenzel explained the reasons for annexation are to control and regulate growth and development, 
particularly in undeveloped properties that are attractive for future developers, and annexation has been a 
part of the city’s long-term plan to protect the borders.  Another question was whether a concealed 
handgun permit would allow someone to shoot within the city limits.  Police Chief Kenneth Campbell said a 
concealed handgun permit does not circumvent annexation.  The manufactured home restrictions were 
questioned and it was explained that manufactured homes are not allowed unless they are already existing 
on the property and then may be replaced only within 90 days of moving one off the lot.   Some residents 
were confused about the 90-day annexation process, and it was explained that state law regulates 
annexation and fewer than 100 homesites may be annexed within 90 days of the first reading of the 
ordinance.  Disannexation procedures were asked about and Mr. Dickson explained that disannexation 
can occur only if the city does not extend city services into the annexed area within 2 ½ years.   
 
Council recessed at 9:35 a.m. and reconvened at 9:48 p.m. 
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There was further discussion about the state law regulations and limitations on the amount of area that a 
city can annex and the time frame for such annexations.   
 
Announcements:  None 
 
Summary of action from this agenda, request for future agenda items, and scheduling future meetings 
 
Motion by Councilmember Jannett, seconded by Councilmember Tambrella to adjourn.  The motion 
passed and the meeting adjourned at 10:02 p.m. 

        
       _________________________________ 
        RALPH STENZEL, MAYOR 
ATTEST: 
 
______________________________ 
Janet L. Davis, City Secretary 


