
 
CITY OF SANTA FE 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
JULY 14, 2011       7:00 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 12002 HWY. 6  

SANTA FE, TEXAS 
 

M I N U T E S 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by Mayor Ralph Stenzel. 
 
Roll Call: Present: Mayor Ralph Stenzel 

Mayor Pro-tem Jim Abney 
    Councilmember Jeff Tambrella 
    Councilmember Pat McCrary 
    Councilmember Joe Carothers 
    Councilmember Bubba Jannett 
    City Attorney Ellis J. Orgego 
    City Manager Joe Dickson 

City Secretary Janet L. Davis 
 
The invocation was given by and the pledge of allegiance to the U. S. Flag and to the Texas Flag was led 
by City Manager Joe Dickson. 
 
Mayor’s and City Manager’s Report:   
a.  The minutes of 6/9/11, 6/23/11, and 7/7/11 were approved as presented. 
b. City Manager Joe Dickson presented the proposed 2011/12 general fund operating budget of 
$4,559,034, with a projected ending fund balance of $1,034,891 and the current property tax rate of 
$0.3114. 
 
Planning and Zoning Business:   
 
Old Business:  None 
 
New Business: 
 
1.  Consideration and possible action:  Granting/denying request by Ms. Mary Lauzon to abandon a 
portion of the 7th Street public right-of-way between Peck Street and Frost Street in the City of 
Santa Fe and authorizing the Mayor to execute the documents necessary to transfer ownership 
Community Services Director Diana Steelquist said Ms. Lauzon submitted a request to the city to abandon 
a portion of the 7th Street public right-of-way because her mother’s garage encroaches on a portion of the 
unimproved right-of-way.  The Planning and Zoning Commission held a public hearing regarding the 
request and Ms. Lauzon said the family estate has been unable to the sell the property because of the 
existing encroachment.   The Planning and Zoning Commission recommended abandonment of 20’ of the 
7th Street right-of-way along the entire length of Block 40 between Peck Street and Frost Street.  Motion by 
Councilmember Abney, seconded by Councilmember Jannett to grant the request by Ms. Mary Lauzon to  
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abandon a portion of the 7th Street public right-of-way between Peck Street and Frost Street in the City of 
Santa Fe and authorizing the Mayor to execute the documents necessary to transfer ownership.  The 
motion passed the roll call vote unanimously. 
 
2.  Consideration and possible action:  Granting/denying request by Mr. Anthony Jammer to 
abandon a portion of the Avenue D public right-of-way located just to the north of 4 ½ Street in the 
City of Santa Fe and authorizing the Mayor to execute the documents necessary to transfer 
ownership 
Community Services Director Diana Steelquist said Mr. Jammer submitted a request to the city to abandon 
a portion of the Avenue D public right-of-way.  The Planning and Zoning Commission held a public hearing 
regarding the request and reviewed correspondence from the neighbor opposing the abandonment.  The 
Planning and Zoning Commission recommended denial of the request.  Motion by Councilmember 
Tambrella, seconded by Councilmember McCrary to deny the request by Mr. Anthony Jammer to abandon 
a portion of the Avenue D public right-of-way located just to the north of 4 ½ Street in the City of Santa Fe.  
The motion passed the roll call vote unanimously.   
 
City Business (Other):  
 
Old Business:   
 
1.  Consideration and possible action:  Second and final reading of an ordinance amending Chapter 
4, Business Regulations, Code of Ordinances, Section 1, Peddlers, Itinerant Vendors, and 
Charitable Solicitations, by replacing the entire section with new text and providing for penalties 
and severability  
Community Services Director Diana Steelquist said this is the final reading of the revised peddler 
regulations.  Motion by Councilmember McCrary, seconded by Councilmember Carothers to pass the 
second and final reading of an ordinance amending Chapter 4, Business Regulations, Code of 
Ordinances, Section 1, Peddlers, Itinerant Vendors, and Charitable Solicitations, by replacing the entire 
section with new text and providing penalties and severability.  The motion passed the roll call vote 
unanimously. 
 
New Business:   
 
1.  Consideration and possible action:  Appointment/reappointment of members to serve on the 
Board of Adjustment 
Community Services Director Diana Steelquist said the Board of Adjustment consists of five regular 
members and two alternate members.  Erik Montemayor has not attended meetings in quite a while and 
we cannot reach him, so the recommendation is to move Alternate 1 Jason Tabor to Position 3 regular 
member and to reappoint Fred Sandberg and Mark Mazoch.  Motion by Councilmember Tambrella, 
seconded by Councilmember McCrary to reappoint Fred Sandberg and Mark Mazoch, and to appoint 
Alternate Jason Tabor to Position 3, to the Board of Adjustment for a two year term to expire July, 2013.  
The motion passed the roll call vote unanimously. 
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2.  Consideration and possible action:  Appointment/reappointment of members to serve on the 
Public Safety Committee 
City Manager Joe Dickson said this three-member committee oversees the wrecker regulations in the city.  
Motion by Councilmember Carothers, seconded by Councilmember Tambrella to reappoint Gerald Nordin, 
Max Tully, and Albert Winwood to the Public Safety Committee for a two year term to expire July, 2013.  
The motion passed the roll call vote unanimously. 
 
3.  Consideration and possible action:  Opting out of the property tax split payment option as 
provided by Section 31.13 of the Texas Property Tax Code  
City Manager Joe Dickson said the legislature has passed a new law allowing cities to opt out of split 
property tax payments.  Since 2003, Galveston County has allowed split property tax payments.  If we 
want to opt out, we need to let the Tax Assessor/Collector know, otherwise they will continue to allow split 
payments.  Motion by Councilmember Carothers, seconded by Councilmember McCrary to not opt out of 
the property tax split payment option as provided by Section 31.13 of the Texas Property Tax Code.  The 
motion passed the roll call vote unanimously. 
 
4.  Consideration and possible action:  Adoption of a resolution finding that CenterPoint Energy 
Entex’s cost of service adjustment filing within the city should be denied and finding that the city’s 
reasonable rate case expenses shall be reimbursed by CenterPoint Energy Entex 
City Manager Joe Dickson said this is the third year for a cost adjustment request by CenterPoint Energy 
Entex.  He said the Gulf Coast Coalition of Cities said the rates are already excessive and they 
recommended denial of the request.  If the request is denied, CenterPoint Energy Entex must appear 
before the Public Utility Commission to present their case.  Motion by Councilmember Jannett, seconded 
by Councilmember Tambrella to adopt the resolution finding that CenterPoint Energy Entex’s cost of 
service adjustment filing within the city should be denied and finding that the city’s reasonable rate case 
expenses shall be reimbursed by CenterPoint Energy Entex.  The motion passed the roll call vote 
unanimously. 
 
5.  Consideration and possible action:  Adoption of a resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute 
the lease purchase financing documents for acquisition of the new digital portable and mobile 
police radios  
City Manager Joe Dickson said Council approved the purchase of the new digital portable and mobile 
police radios and this is the financing arrangements for acquisition of those radios.  SunTrust Equipment 
Finance and Leasing Corporation provided the best proposal at a 2.15 percent interest rate for a 68-month 
term with the first payment due March 31, 2012, and a 2.55 percent interest rate for an 89-month term with 
the first payment due December 31, 2012.  They also recommended we make a nominal payment in the 
2011/12 fiscal year and offered a 2.4 percent interest rate for a 77-month term with a $10,000 payment on 
October 15, 2011.  Motion by Councilmember Carothers, seconded by Councilmember Abney to adopt the 
resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute the lease purchase financing documents with SunTrust 
Equipment Finance and Leasing Corporation for a 77-month term for acquisition of the new digital portable 
and mobile police radios.  The motion passed the roll call vote unanimously. 
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6.  Consideration and possible action:  Authorizing the Mayor to execute the Interlocal Agreement 
between the City of Santa Fe and the City of Friendswood for debris management services and 
technical assistance associated with the disaster recovery process, pursuant to Friendswood’s 
agreement with Crowder Gulf  
City Manager Joe Dickson said we had a pre-disaster agreement in place with Crowder Gulf through an 
Interlocal Agreement with the City of Friendswood prior to Hurricane Ike.  That contract has expired so this 
is a new agreement with the City of Friendswood to continue to utilize their agreement with Crowder Gulf 
for debris management services.  Motion by Councilmember Tambrella, seconded by Councilmember 
McCrary to authorize the Mayor to execute the Interlocal Agreement between the City of Santa Fe and the 
City of Friendswood for debris management services and technical assistance associated with the disaster 
recovery process, pursuant to Friendswood’s agreement with Crowder Gulf.  The motion passed the roll 
call vote unanimously. 
 
7.  Consideration and possible action:  Authorizing execution of Cooperative Purchasing 
Agreement for Professional Planning and Consulting Services between the City of Santa Fe and the 
BDR Division of Science Applications International Corporation (SAIC) for disaster preparedness 
and emergency response and recovery services  
City Manager Joe Dickson said we had a pre-disaster agreement in place with Beck Disaster Recovery 
(BDR) for disaster monitoring services prior to Hurricane Ike.   That agreement has expired and BDR is 
now a division of the larger company, Science Applications International Corporation (SAIC).  This new 
agreement is with the BDR Division of SAIC, and has been procured through the HGAC Cooperative 
Purchasing Program.  Motion by Councilmember McCrary, seconded by Councilmember Jannett to 
authorize execution of the Cooperative Purchasing Agreement for Professional Planning and Consulting 
Services between the City of Santa Fe and the BDR Division of Science Applications International 
Corporation (SAIC) for disaster preparedness and emergency response and recovery services.  The  
motion passed the roll call vote unanimously. 
 
8.  Consideration and possible action:  First and final reading of an ordinance amending the budget 
for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2010  
City Manager Joe Dickson said this amendment is mid-year adjustments to recognize grant funds, 
donations, financing, etc. The revenue offsets the expenditures and no money from the fund balance is 
necessary.  Motion by Councilmember Carothers, seconded by Councilmember Abney to pass the first and 
final reading of an ordinance amending the budget for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2010.  The 
motion passed the roll call vote unanimously. 
 
Announcements:  The city passed an ordinance banning possession of certain chemical substances, 
sometimes referred to as K-2, but a new state law is now in effect making possession of these substances 
a Class C misdemeanor.  The Santa Fe Historical Foundation monthly meeting is this Sunday from 2 p.m. 
to 5 p.m.   
 
Summary of action from this agenda, request for future agenda items, and scheduling future meetings 
The next meeting is a budget workshop scheduled for July 19, 2011, at 6 p.m.  
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Motion by Councilmember Jannett, seconded by Councilmember McCrary to adjourn.  The motion passed 
and the meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 

        
       _________________________________ 
        RALPH STENZEL, MAYOR 
ATTEST: 
 
______________________________ 
Janet L. Davis, City Secretary 


