
CITY OF SANTA FE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
MAY 12, 2016 7:00 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 12002 HWY. 6  

SANTA FE, TEXAS 
 

M I N U T E S 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Jeff Tambrella. 
 
Roll Call: Present: Mayor Jeff Tambrella 
    Mayor Pro-tem Bubba Jannett 
    Councilmember Pat McCrary 
    Councilmember Charles Coleman 
    Councilmember Corey Jannett 
    City Attorney Ellis J. Ortego 

City Manager Joe Dickson 
    City Secretary Janet L. Davis 
  Absent:  Councilmember Joe Carothers, excused 
 
The invocation was given by and the pledge of allegiance to the U. S. Flag and to the Texas Flag was led 
by City Manager Joe Dickson. 
 
Mayor’s and City Manager’s Report:   
a.  The minutes of 4/14/16 were approved as presented. 
b.  Mr. Dickson presented the financial statement and investment report for the quarter ending December 31, 2015, with a total of 
$239,225 in restricted investments and $2,344,663 in unrestricted investments.  
 
Citizens’ Comments:  Dr. David Detmer of 1600 FM 646 N commented that we need to enforce our 
nuisance regulations regarding standing water at 1620 FM 646 N where mosquitoes are breeding and 
creating a health hazard. 
 
Planning and Zoning Business:   
 
Old Business:  
 
1.  Consideration and possible action:  Second and final reading of an ordinance of the City of 
Santa Fe, Texas, amending Ordinance No. 02-03, commonly known as the City of Santa Fe Unified 
Development Code, or the Santa Fe Zoning Ordinance, 2002 Edition, the official zoning map 
adopted under Section 3.08, by changing the zoning classification from Highway Commercial (HC) 
to Single Family Residential (R-1) for one tract totaling 1.68 acres located at 4700 Avenue L, being 
part of Outlot 237 (237-7), Alta Loma Outlots, City of Santa Fe, Galveston County, Texas 
Community Services Director Diana Steelquist said this is the final reading of the ordinance to change the 
zone from HC to R1 in order for this property to be subdivided into two lots for residential use.  Motion by 
Councilmember Bubba Jannett, seconded by Councilmember Charles Coleman to pass the second and 
final reading of an ordinance of the City of Santa Fe, Texas, amending Ordinance No. 02-03, commonly  
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known as the City of Santa Fe Unified Development Code, or the Santa Fe Zoning Ordinance, 2002 
Edition, the official zoning map adopted under Section 3.08, by changing the zoning classification from 
Highway Commercial (HC) to Single Family Residential (R-1) for one tract totaling 1.68 acres located at 
4700 Avenue L, being part of Outlot 237 (237-7), Alta Loma Outlots, City of Santa Fe, Galveston County, 
Texas.  The motion passed the roll call vote unanimously. 
 
New Business: 
 
1.  Consideration and possible action:  Public hearing and first reading of an ordinance of the City 
of Santa Fe, Texas, amending Ordinance No. 02-03, commonly known as the City of Santa Fe 
Unified Development Code, or the Santa Fe Zoning Ordinance, 2002 Edition, the official zoning map 
adopted under Section 3.08, by changing the zoning classification from Single Family Residential 
(R1), Agricultural Residential (AR), and Neighborhood Commercial (NC) to Highway Commercial 
(HC) for two tracts totaling 7.799 acres located at the southwest intersection of Avenue S and 
Walker, being part of Lot 229 and Lot 222, Thamans 2nd Sub, City of Santa Fe, Galveston County, 
Texas 
Community Services Director Diana Steelquist said this request is for a zone change from R1, AR, and NC 
to HC at the southwest intersection of Avenue S and Walker, which abuts an HC zone on the north side of 
FM 1764.  She said the property owner has a buyer who proposes to purchase the three lots with FM 1764 
frontage, along with a portion of the two lots that are the subject of this rezoning request, for a single retail 
outlet of approximately 30,000 square feet.  Rezoning the two tracts will create a single block fully zoned 
HC.  Ms. Steelquist said the Planning and Zoning Commission held a public hearing and heard concerns 
from some residents who were opposed to rezoning the entire two tracts when only a portion of those were 
proposed for this development.  She said the commission did not recommend the change as they were 
concerned that the remainder not purchased for this development could have any use allowed by right in 
the HC district but would not have frontage on FM 1764.  Ms. Steelquist said staff is recommending the 
rezoning to allow for the commercial development which would benefit the city’s tax base and economy.  
Mayor Tambrella opened the public hearing at 7:20 p.m.  Mr. Roger Little, the property owner and also a 
resident of the unincorporated area of Santa Fe, said the proposed retailer needs about one-half of the 
area that is the subject of this rezoning request and the development proposed is allowed in the HC zone.   
Mr. Travis Knoll, the retailer’s agent, disclosed that the retailer is actually a tractor supply store, and he 
showed Council photos of some of their other locations in the area.  Councilmember Coleman asked if they 
plan to erect a privacy fence on the Walker side.  Mr. Knoll said yes and stated that it may already be a part 
of our development requirements.  Mr. Knoll also presented a similar site plan to indicate loading and 
unloading from FM 1764 to access the rear of the store.   With no other comments, Mayor Tambrella closed 
the public hearing at 7:33 p.m.  Motion by Councilmember Bubba Jannett, seconded by Councilmember 
McCrary to pass the first reading of an ordinance of the City of Santa Fe, Texas, amending Ordinance No. 
02-03, commonly known as the City of Santa Fe Unified Development Code, or the Santa Fe Zoning 
Ordinance, 2002 Edition, the official zoning map adopted under Section 3.08, by changing the zoning 
classification from Single Family Residential (R1), Agricultural Residential (AR), and Neighborhood 
Commercial (NC) to Highway Commercial (HC) for two tracts totaling 7.799 acres located at the southwest 
intersection of Avenue S and Walker, being part of Lot 229 and Lot 222, Thamans 2nd Sub, City of Santa 
Fe, Galveston County, Texas, and to dispense with the second reading.  The motion passed the roll call 
vote unanimously.   
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City Business (Other):  
 
Old Business:  None 
 
New Business:   

 
1.  Discussion:  Property tax exemptions for the 2016/17 fiscal year 
City Manager Joe Dickson said this has been placed on the agenda for discussion to consider the impact 
and options of additional property tax exemptions this year.  Due to time constraints last year, we were 
unable to analyze the impact of additional exemptions prior to the deadline of July 1.  Mr. Dickson said that 
based on six months of data to review, sales tax revenue is anticipated to fall short, as expected with the 
lumber company moving out of town, but we are on the right track attracting new business to boost the 
sales tax and reduce the burden on homeowners. Mr. Dickson said he feels now is not the right time to 
grant additional homestead exemptions, but maybe after a few years when these new businesses are 
established, we can revisit the options and anticipated impact on the budget.   The consensus of Council 
was to keep our current exemptions for over 65 and disabled and next year review this again.   
 
2.  Consideration and possible action:  Awarding bids for diesel fuel and street materials 
Street Superintendent Billy Creppon reviewed the bids received by staff and recommended the bid for cold 
lay patch material be awarded to Century Asphalt, the bid for emulsion to Martin Asphalt, the bid for diesel 
fuel to Lee Oil Company, and the bid for motor oils and hydraulic fluid to Santa Fe Auto Parts.  He also 
recommended we continue to utilize the county’s bids with select vendors for hot mix asphalt, limestone, 
and recycled crushed concrete.  Motion by Councilmember Corey Jannett, seconded by Councilmember 
Pat McCrary to award the bids for fuel and street materials as recommended by staff.  The motion passed 
the roll call vote unanimously. 
 
3.  Consideration and possible action:  Awarding bid and authorizing Mayor to execute contract for 
contractor services for water line rehabilitation within the city limits of the City of Santa Fe, 
Galveston County, Texas, through the Texas Department of Agriculture, 2013-2014 Community 
Development Fund, Contract No. 7214401 
Director of Administrative Services Pam Wood said bid proposals submitted for this small water line 
replacement project on 24th Street have been reviewed by John D. Mercer and Associates, and Mr. Mercer 
is recommending that the bid be awarded to D. Wagner Construction at a cost of $49,990.  Motion by 
Councilmember Bubba Jannett, seconded by Councilmember Coleman to award the bid to D. Wagner 
Construction and to authorize the Mayor to execute contract with D. Wagner Construction for contractor 
services for water line rehabilitation within the city limits of the City of Santa Fe, Galveston County, Texas, 
through the Texas Department of Agriculture, 2013-2014 Community Development Fund, Contract No. 
7214401.  The motion passed the roll call vote unanimously. 
 
4.  Consideration and possible action:  Appointment/reappointment of a member of the Police 
Officers’ Civil Service Commission for a three-year term to expire June, 2019 
Director of Administrative Services Pam Wood said the term of Civil Service Commissioner Bill Reitmeyer 
will expire in June, 2016, and he has agreed to serve another three-year term in reappointed by Council.  
Ms. Wood said we also received an application for service on the Commission from Terri Mills.  Motion by  
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Councilmember McCrary, seconded by Councilmember Coleman to reappoint Bill Reitmeyer as a member 
of the Police Officers’ Civil Service Commission for a three-year term to expire June, 2019.  The motion 
passed the roll call vote unanimously. 
 
5.  Consideration and possible action:  Appointment/reappointment of members of the Library 
Advisory Board for a two-year term to expire July, 2018 
Library Director Brenda Cheatham said there are five members on the Library Advisory Board and each 
member serves a two-year term.  She said Ms. Linda Coyle’s term is expiring in July, 2016, and Ms. Doris 
Camp has volunteered to serve in the position left vacant by Sharon Tipton.  Motion by Councilmember 
Coleman, seconded by Councilmember Corey Jannett to reappoint Ms. Linda Coyle and to appoint Ms. 
Doris Camp to the Library Advisory Board for a two-year term to expire July, 2018.  The motion passed the 
roll call vote unanimously. 
 
6.  Consideration and possible action:  Awarding bid for new flooring at Thelma Webber Community 
Center 
Community Services Director Diana Steelquist said the vinyl flooring at the community center has needed 
replacement for a long time, as the concrete base has a moisture problem and any glue used on the vinyl 
tiles eventually fails causing the tiles to become loose and brittle.  The Galveston County Health District has 
recently inspected the facility, identified deficiencies, and given the City 90 days to repair or replace the 
flooring.  Bids to remove the old floor tiles, chemically seal the concrete, and apply an epoxy sealant with 
flaking have been submitted by two contractors and the work should take about 7 to 10 days to complete.  
The community center will need to be closed during that time.  There is no asbestos in the building.  Other 
deficiencies identified by the health district are the acoustic ceiling and the cabinetry in the kitchen that 
must be removed.  Motion by Councilmember Bubba Jannett, seconded by Councilmember Corey Jannett 
to award the bid to Protective Polymer Solutions for removal of the old flooring and installation of new 
flooring at the Thelma Webber Community Center.  The motion passed the roll call vote unanimously. 
 
7.  Discussion:  Abandonment of Ave. P right-of-way adjacent to Pignataro property 
City Manager Joe Dickson said Avenue P north of Hwy. 6 was previously a 40’ right-of-way, and we 
secured an additional 10 feet on each side many years ago when we were hoping to open the road.  
Unfortunately TxDOT denied our request to tie in to Hwy. 6 because the north side did not align with 
Avenue P south of Hwy. 6.  Ms. Franca Pignataro is requesting that the city return the donated right-of-way 
to the Pignataro family.  Mr. Dickson provided Council with a diagram of the Avenue P right-of-way detailing 
who provided the additional 10 feet along the east and west side of the existing right-of-way between Hwy. 
6 and 6th Street.  He said we may be able to open that road one day in the future and that will require a 60’ 
right-of-way.  Mr. Dickson also said that any development along the Avenue P side of the Pignataro 
property will require a 60’ road right-of-way.  The consensus of Council was to retain the right-of-way for 
future development.   
 
Announcements:  Special meeting on May 17 at 6:30 p.m. to canvass the votes from the May election; 
June 23, 2016, will be the next regular Council meeting: and the Joe A. Tambrella park will be closed next 
week for walking trail improvements. 
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Summary of action from this agenda, request for future agenda items, and scheduling future meetings 
 
Motion by Councilmember Bubba Jannett, seconded by Councilmember Corey Jannett to adjourn.  The 
motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.     
 
       _______________________________________ 
        JEFF TAMBRELLA, MAYOR 
ATTEST: 
 
______________________________ 
Janet L. Davis, City Secretary 


