
CITY OF SANTA FE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

OCTOBER 27, 2011  7:00 P.M. 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 12002 HWY. 6  
SANTA FE, TEXAS 

 
M I N U T E S 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by Mayor Ralph Stenzel. 
 
Roll Call: Present: Mayor Ralph Stenzel 
    Mayor Pro-tem Jim Abney 
    Councilmember Joe Carothers 

Councilmember Jeff Tambrella 
    Councilmember Pat McCrary 
    Councilmember Bubba Jannett 
    City Attorney Ellis J. Ortego 

City Manager Joe Dickson 
City Secretary Janet L. Davis 

       
The invocation was given by and the pledge of allegiance to the U. S. Flag and to the Texas Flag was led 
by Mayor Pro-tem Jim Abney. 
 
Mayor’s and City Manager’s Report:   
a.  The minutes of 9/8/11, 9/13/11, and 9/22/11 were approved as presented. 
b.  Drainage District #1 Commissioner Dennis Wagner thanked the city for the joint effort on the 4th Street 
crossing and said he looks forward to another successful project when they begin work on Thamans.  
 
Planning and Zoning Business: 
 
Old Business: 
 
1.  Consideration and possible action:  Public hearing and first reading of an ordinance of the City 
of Santa Fe, Texas, amending Ordinance No. 02-03, commonly known as the City of Santa Fe 
Unified Development Code, or Santa Fe Zoning Ordinance, 2002 Edition, the official zoning map 
adopted under Section 3.08, by adding a conditional use zoning classification for a 150- foot tall 
tower in the Light Manufacturing (LM) District, located at 3525 FM 646 N, being approximately 9.535 
acres described as Abst 1, Page 11, Lot 20, Thamans 1st Sub, City of Santa Fe, Galveston County, 
Texas 
Community Services Director Diana Steelquist said CenterPoint has requested authorization to install a 
150’ tower in the LM District on the northeast corner of FM 646N and FM 1764.  This tower will broadcast 
the smart grid system which will electronically read the electric meters in the surrounding area.  The 
Planning and Zoning Commission held a public hearing on October 4 and recommended approval.  Mr. 
Grassmuck had phoned prior to the public hearing and expressed concerns about the height of the tower 
and the loss of property values in the area.  Councilmember Tambrella questioned the site plan and the  
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possibility of locating the tower further back on the lot.  Councilmember Jannett agreed.  Mayor Stenzel 
opened the public hearing at 7:11 p.m.  Mr. Vijay Mishra said he owns the southwest corner at FM 646N 
and FM 1764 and feels the 150’ tower will not look aesthetically appropriate at that location.  There were 
no other public comments.  Motion by Councilmember Tambrella, seconded by Councilmember Jannett to 
deny the first reading of an ordinance of the City of Santa Fe, Texas, amending Ordinance No. 02-03, 
commonly known as the City of Santa Fe Unified Development Code, or Santa Fe Zoning Ordinance, 2002 
Edition, the official zoning map adopted under Section 3.08, by adding a conditional use zoning 
classification for a 150- foot tall tower in the Light Manufacturing (LM) District, located at 3525 FM 646 N, 
being approximately 9.535 acres described as Abst 1, Page 11, Lot 20, Thamans 1st Sub, City of Santa Fe, 
Galveston County, Texas.  The motion passed the roll call vote three to two.  Those voting for:  
Councilmember Jannett, Councilmember Tambrella, and Councilmember McCrary.  Those voting against:  
Councilmember Carothers and Councilmember Abney. 
 
2.  Consideration and possible action:  First reading of an ordinance of the City of Santa Fe, Texas, 
amending the text of Ordinance No. 02-03, commonly known as the City of Santa Fe Unified 
Development Code, or Santa Fe Zoning Ordinance, 2002 Edition, amending Appendix 4-F, Zoning 
Matrix, by allowing NAICS use #541940, Veterinarian and Animal Clinic use in the Neighborhood 
Commercial (NC) Zoning District with a conditional use permit; providing for penalties; and 
providing for severability 
Community Services Director Diana Steelquist said the owner of the current veterinarian clinic is interest in 
expanding but vet clinics are currently not allowed in an NC district.  The Planning and Zoning Commission 
received no comments and they feel this use is appropriate in the NC district with a conditional use permit.  
Motion by Councilmember Tambrella, seconded by Councilmember Abney to pass the first reading of an 
ordinance of the City of Santa Fe, Texas, amending the text of Ordinance No. 02-03, commonly known as 
the City of Santa Fe Unified Development Code, or Santa Fe Zoning Ordinance, 2002 Edition, amending 
Appendix 4-F, Zoning Matrix, by allowing NAICS use #541940, Veterinarian and Animal Clinic use in the 
Neighborhood Commercial (NC) Zoning District with a conditional use permit; providing for penalties; and 
providing for severability.  The motion passed the roll call vote unanimously. 
 
3.  Consideration and possible action:  First reading of an ordinance of the City of Santa Fe, Texas, 
amending Ordinance No. 02-03, commonly known as the City of Santa Fe Unified Development 
Code, or Santa Fe Zoning Ordinance, 2002 Edition, the official zoning map adopted under Section 
3.08, by changing the zoning classification from Agricultural Residential (AR) to Single Family 
Residential (R-1) for 18.072 acres located along the west side of Avenue M containing 17 parcels, 
City of Santa Fe, Galveston County, Texas  
Community Services Director Diana Steelquist said this is a city-initiated zone change from AR to R1 on 
the west side of Avenue M south of the highway.  The east side is already zoned R1.  Some of the 
property owners expressed concerns about the loss in property values and further subdividing of tracts, 
and said they wish to remain zoned AR.  The Planning and Zoning Commission asked about other means 
to restrict use of the property and were informed that property owners can apply deed restrictions or 
conservation easements.  The setbacks are the same for R1 and AR districts.  Lots must have frontage on 
a street to meet subdivision requirements.  Motion by Councilmember Abney to pass the first reading of an 
ordinance of the City of Santa Fe, Texas, amending Ordinance No. 02-03, commonly known as the City of  
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Santa Fe Unified Development Code, or Santa Fe Zoning Ordinance, 2002 Edition, the official zoning map 
adopted under Section 3.08, by changing the zoning classification from Agricultural Residential (AR) to 
Single Family Residential (R-1) for 18.072 acres located along the west side of Avenue M containing 17 
parcels, City of Santa Fe, Galveston County, Texas.  The motion died for lack of a second.   
 
New Business:  None 
 
City Business (Other): 
 
Old Business:   
 
1.  Consideration and possible action:  Awarding bids for diesel fuel and street materials for the 
fiscal year 2011/12 
Street Superintendent Chris Beanland reviewed the summary of bids received for diesel fuel and street 
materials along with the bid prices available through the interlocal agreement with the county.  He said 
some of the county bids expire mid year, so we will have to see what new price they receive upon 
expiration.  We may need to rebid some of our street materials at that time.  Staff is proposing to purchase 
hot mix asphalt, emulsion, and crushed concrete through the county bid, to award the bid for cold lay patch 
material and warm asphalt to Southern Crushed Concrete and diesel fuel and 55 gallon motor oil to Oil 
Patch-Brazos Valley.  Motion by Councilmember Carothers, seconded by Councilmember McCrary to 
award the bids for diesel fuel and street materials for the fiscal year 2011/12 as recommended by staff.  
The motion passed the roll call vote unanimously. 
 
New Business: 
 
1.  Consideration and possible action:  First reading of an ordinance amending Chapter 7, 
Personnel, Code of Ordinances, Section 6, City Administration, to provide for the classification of 
police officers 
City Manager Joe Dickson said this ordinance increases the number of police officers from 14 to 15 as 
budgeted for the 2011/12 fiscal year.  Motion by Councilmember Jannett, seconded by Councilmember 
Abney to pass the ordinance amending Chapter 7, Personnel, Code of Ordinances, Section 6, City 
Administration, to provide for the classification of police officers on first and final reading.  The motion 
passed the roll call vote unanimously. 
 
2.  Consideration and possible action:  Authorizing sale of old police handheld analog radios to 
Santa Fe I.S.D. 
Police Chief Kenneth Campbell said we are no longer utilizing the old analog radios since we recently 
purchased the new digital portable and mobile radios.  Motorola has estimated the value to be $150 per 
unit, and Santa Fe I.S.D. would like to purchase fourteen units.  They understand that these units have a 
short shelf life.  Motion by Councilmember Carothers, seconded by Councilmember McCrary to authorize 
the sale of fourteen police handheld analog radios to Santa Fe I.S.D. for $150 each.  The motion passed 
the roll call vote unanimously. 
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3.  Consideration and possible action:  Ratifying execution of contract with the Texas General Land 
Office for CDBG Disaster Recovery Grant funds for improvements to the public sewer facilities 
City Manager Joe Dickson said this contract is for $779,240 in disaster recovery grant funds for WCID #8 
to make improvements to the public sewer facilities.  The grant application was approved by Council in 
May, 2009, and the contract had a short deadline and needed to be returned before Council was 
scheduled to meet again.  This action is to ratify execution of the contract.  Motion by Councilmember 
Tambrella, seconded by Councilmember Carothers to ratify execution of the contract with the Texas 
General Land Office for CDBG Disaster Recovery Grant funds for improvements to the public sewer 
facilities.  The motion passed the roll call vote unanimously.     
 
4.  Consideration and possible action:  Authorizing Mayor to execute agreement with Cambiano and 
Cambiano, P.C., CPA’s, for financial audit services for the year ending September 30, 2011, or 
authorizing staff to seek proposals for financial audit services for the year ending September 30, 
2011 
City Manager Joe Dickson said the proposal from Cambiano and Cambiano for financial audit services for 
the year ending September 30, 2011, is $24,500.  WCID #8 has agreed to pay the portion of the fee 
pertaining to the single audit, approximately $4,500, because they are receiving the grant funds.  We 
budgeted $19,000, so we will need a budget amendment for the additional $1,000.  Motion by 
Councilmember Tambrella, seconded by Councilmember Abney to authorize the Mayor to execute the 
agreement with Cambiano and Cambiano, P.C., CPA’s for financial audit services for the year ending 
September 30, 2011.  The motion passed the roll call vote unanimously. 
 
5.  Consideration and possible action:  First reading of an ordinance adopting an annexation plan 
for the City of Santa Fe, Texas, in accordance with Texas Local Government Code, Chapter 43, 
Subchapter C; providing for severability; providing for the repeal of conflicting provisions; 
providing a savings clause; and providing for publication and effective date 
City Manager Joe Dickson said staff is requesting passage of this ordinance on one reading to keep on the 
projected timeline of annexing these areas for completion by November 25, 2014.  There are five areas, A 
through E, included in this three year annexation plan.  Motion by Councilmember McCrary, seconded by 
Councilmember Tambrella to pass the ordinance, on first and final reading, adopting the annexation plan 
for the City of Santa Fe, Texas, in accordance with Texas Local Government Code, Chapter 43, 
Subchapter C; providing for severability; providing for the repeal of conflicting provisions; providing a 
savings clause; and providing for publication and effective date.  The motion passed the roll call vote 
unanimously. 
 
Announcements:  Heritage Festival at Runge Park on Saturday, November 12.  The last home football 
game is tomorrow – SFHS vs. Texas City 
   
Summary of action from this agenda, request for future agenda items, and scheduling future meetings 
The next meeting is scheduled for November 10 at 7 p.m.  
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Motion by Councilmember Jannett, seconded by Councilmember McCrary to adjourn.  The motion passed 
and the meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 

        
       _________________________________ 
ATTEST:       RALPH STENZEL, MAYOR 
 
______________________________ 
Janet L. Davis, City Secretary 
 
 


