
CITY OF SANTA FE 
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
JUNE 3, 2014 

CITY OF SANTA FE COUNCIL CHAMBERS HIGHWAY 6, SANTA FE, TEXAS 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

A. Regular Business 

 

1. Call to Order: 

The Planning & Zoning Commission meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m., by Winnie 
Corsaro. 
 
 

2. Roll Call: 
 

Present: Winnie Corsaro, Ronnie Willoughby, Daniel Kitchener, Judith Koleng, 
Community Services Director Diana Steelquist, Community Services Administrative 
Assistant Stacey Baker. Absent: Charlie Coleman, Gary Smith 
 

3. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance: 
 

The Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance was led by Ronnie Willoughby.  
 

4. Approval of the minutes of Regular Planning & Zoning Meeting of May 6, 2014. 
 

A motion was made by Judith Koleng to approve the minutes as presented and the motion 
was seconded by Ronnie Willoughby. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

5. Consideration and Possible Action regarding SD 140405 Ameded Plat of Rain River, 
Section 2, moving lot line between Lots 20 & 21, City of Santa Fe, Galveston 
County, Texas. 

 
Diana Steelquist advised that a plat needed to be amended for the Rain River Section 
Two. It moves the property line between Lots 20 and 21. When 12326 Trista Court was 
built, the foundation location was measured incorrectly from the side lot line. The 
property owner at 12318 Trista has agreed to sell 2142 sq. ft. to make Lot 20 (12326 
Trista) conform to side set back requirements. The reduction in lot size to Lot 21 will 
have no effect in the zoning or subdivision regulations. Diana Steelquist recommends 
conditional approval wants she has received proper documents needed. 
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Daniel Kitchener made a motion to approve the amended plat on condition that staff 
recommendations are met. The motion was seconded by Judith Koleng and passed 
unanimously. 
 

6. Public Hearing, Consideration and Possible Action regarding SD 140403 Replat of 
Kelly Benskin Subdivision, being 0.764 Acres, 4 lots, 1 block, being a replat of Lot 1 
of the Kelly Benskin Subdivision, located at 13418 6th St., City of Santa Fe, 
Galveston County, TX. 

 
 Diana Steelquist advised that she received application for a replat of the Benskin 
 Subdivision to create 4 small lots out of 1 big lot. The owner proposes to place 
 manufactured homes on the new lots. The lots meet size and set back requirements of the 
 Zoning Ordinance. The replat meets all requirements of the Subdivision Ordinance. 
 
 The public hearing opened at 7:15p.m. 
 
 Barbara Stathokas that lives at 4403 Davis Hall in the center of the neighborhood stated 
 she just put up a fence on her property and that she wanted to purchase the Benskin 
 Subdivison lots but was not able. She is concerned that if the replat is approved the 
 property will be used for rental property and will not be properly maintained like the rest 
 of the neighborhood is.  She inherited the lot she lives on from her father and she takes 
 good care of it.  
 
 Willie Paul Bush, Jr. lives at 4806 Davis Hall stated that he is against 4 manufactured 
 homes on the lot. He would rather see brick homes placed there and not used as rental 
 property. He stated that the tax revenue will go down. He feels that 4 mobile homes is too 
 much especially when there is a nice brick home neighborhood across the street. He 
 thinks that 4 lots will not be taken care of by renters. The neighbors are already picking 
 trash up around the neighborhood and on the streets. He feels that this will not beautify 
 Santa Fe. 
 
 Diana Steelquist advised that brick homes can be placed on the lots. 
 
 Kirk Vick also live across the street is worried how the replat will affect the people in the 
 neighborhood. There use to be a rental mobile home on that lot that brought unruly 
 renters. The lot was always unpleasant to look at. The people who live in this 
 neighborhood have been there for a long time and pays his taxes. He feels that rental 
 property does not bring in a good class of people and this is not a desirable situation. His 
 property value may go down along with the appearance of the surrounding area. He does 
 not want to look at this out of his front door. He feels that owners of rental property do 
 not have respect for rental property. They do not have a homeowners association. He 
 feels that you should not give one persons’ rights to give rights to another. 
 
 Kelly Lee lives near the property and she thinks that this will not keep Santa Fe 
 beautifiul. She knows that the City has a problem keeping some of the mobile homes 
 clean. She thought that mobile home zoning was no longer allowed and does not want it 
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 to be. She also feels that renters will not take care of property. She feels that a brick home 
 should be placed there. She stated that mobile homes brink junk cars, trash, high grass 
 and rubbish. She feels that the new owners are in it for the buck and are not from Santa 
 Fe. She requested denial of the replat and the City should go by the moto “Keep Santa Fe 
 Beautiful.” 
 
 Craig Covington lived on this road for 20 years and would like to do his own research 
 regarding rental homes and feels that this is a commercial classification and this is a 
 commercial business. The people who bought the property and has not cut the grass yet 
 so why do we think he will keep it clean. He does not like his neighbor who lives in a 
 mobile home that the City fights with to keep clean. He believes these lots will be 
 commercial and that the City will not be able to enforce the ordinances on these 
 properties. 
 
 Diana stated she would speak with the City Attorney regarding the situation. 
  
 Roy Vick stated that he owned a good piece of property and the value his lot will be 
 reduced. He will fight for what he believes in and will not give up. He does not want 
 mobile homes placed here and does not want to look at them. He went to the meeting a 
 long time ago regarding zoning and the City allows too many to be moved into the area. 
 He knows that people will not maintain it properly. He had problems with the water 
 department and stood up for his rights. He was for atleast 39 years and knows how the 
 City works. 
 
 Debbie Hamilton lives in a mobile home alone and keeps her lot clean and she at times 
 feels scared. She does not want to live next door to 4 more homes and always be in fear. 
 
 Larry Lee stated he picks up trash frequently down the street and feels that this lot is not 
 big enough for 4 homes. He does not want to have to clean up more mess and the 
 appearance of the lots will not be good. The previous owners always kept it trashy and he 
 does not want to deal with it. 
 
 Barbara Stathokas feels that everyone currently helps each other to keep it clean. Ray 
 who lived next door recently passed away and they keep his lot clean because the family 
 does not take care of it. Out of site out of mind.  
 
 Mrs. Corsaro advised that the item will be placed back on the agenda for next month. 
 Diana Steelquist advised she would talk to City Attorney for legal advice. Stacey Baker 
 advised that we have all the names and addresses of the people within this area. 
 
 The hearing was closed at 7:50a.m. 
  
 A motion was made by Daniel Kitchener to table the item for the next meeting. The 
 motion was seconded by Judith Koleng and passed unanimously. 
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 Winnie Corsaro asked the attendees to place their names, addresses and phone numbers 
 on the paper provided. No one did.  
 
7. Public Hearing, Consideration and Possible Action regarding  request from the 

Galveston County Drainage District Number One for the City of Santa Fe to 
abandon the unopened portion of Ave O public right of way located between Castle 
Estates and Triple Bar Subdivision. 

 
 Diana Steelquist advised that DD#1 has places some drainage improvements in this un-
 open portion of Ave O. Although this right of way is not open, it does have potential to 
 have development off of it. In order to fully open Ave O from Hwy 6 to 6th St. at least 
 two bridges would need to be constructed. Costs estimated by DD# 1 for the bridge 
 culverts could exceed $ 800 thousand dollars. 
 
 A survey of the requested are has been submitted, however, it does not appear to take in 
 Reserve B of Castle Estates. Reserve B appears to be partially within Ave O right of way. 
 It appears to be the property of the Castle Estates HOA. However, it was probably 
 intended to expand the right of way of Ave O to full 60 feet. 
 
 Staff recommends granting an easement to DD#1. The area in question could be 
 developed in the future and the City does not want to anything just yet. 
 
 19 property owners have been contacted who have property surrounding this area. Mr. 
 Pace has recently passed away that has majority of the property. 
 
 The public hearing opened at 8:00 p.m. 

 
 David Wilkins, Superintendent, stated that DD#1 has been cleaning the area and putting 
 pipe in for drainage. If the district gets the property or the 60 ft right of way it will be 
 fenced off and will be maintained. They do not want to keep spending money here and it 
 gets too far out of hand again. They understand that the city cannot maintain and fence 
 this area off. They are afraid that the property will get grown up again and they will have 
 to redo all the work all over again. They recently spent $20 thousand dollars cleaning and 
 piping this area. Who will maintain it and cover the costs? 
 
 Winnie Corsaro asked if there would be some way that the 2 entities could work together. 
 
 Diana Steelquist advised that she would talk to the City Attorney and Department heads 
 regarding this matter and David will do the same. 
 
 The public hearing closed at 8:13p.m. 
 
 A motion was made by Daniel Kitchener for the City to work with the Drainage District 
 to move forward. The motion was seconded by Judith Koleng and passed unanimously. 
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8. Adjournment: 
  
 A motion was made by Ronnie Willoughby to adjourn at8:15 p.m. The motion was 
 seconded by Judith Koleng and passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Winnie Corsaro, Chairperson 
 
______________________________________ 
Diana Steelquist, 
Community Services Director 
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